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Anthropogenic climate change is now a well-acknowledged fact,
and is taken seriously as an eminent societal challenge by a diverse
range of stakeholders. The prominence of adaptation in the recent
historic Paris agreement has provided added impetus to the need
for climate services and their successful development.
In line with the growing demand for information about climate
change and related topics, climate services were established to bridge
the gap between science and practice. This development is due to
the need of the broader public and stakeholders for climate change
information, which has to be tailored to speciﬁc practical needs and
applications.
The European Commission attributed to the term “Climate
Services” a broad meaning, which covers:
The transformation of climate-related data – together with other
relevant information – into customised products such as pro-
jections, forecasts, information, trends, economic analysis,
assessments (including technology assessment), counselling on
best practices, development and evaluation of solutions and any
other service in relation to climate that may be of use for the
society at large. As such, these services include data, informa-
tion and knowledge that support adaptation, mitigation and
disaster risk management. (European Commission. A European
Research and Innovation Roadmap for Climate Services (DG Research
and Innovation, published in March 2015))
Climate service groups and institutes have been established since
several years. Nevertheless, more exchange of examples of good prac-
tice regarding climate services is required. This also includes the
need for the publication of new developments used as the theo-
retical basis of climate services. Scientists developing climate services
have not yet succeeded to publish their work in existing scientiﬁc
journals, as their work is often multi-disciplinary, case-speciﬁc,
tailored to speciﬁc sectors and strongly application-oriented,
Our motivation to start a new journal speciﬁcally dedicated to
climate services was generated by this apparent gap in present sci-
entiﬁc journals. It is entitled Climate Services and offers the possibility
to scientiﬁcally publish various approaches and different methods
related to climate services. The journal will enable the exchange of
information about experiences gained in different ﬁelds, sectors and
regions and between people creating or demanding climate ser-
vices. It contains good practices, the scientiﬁc background of climate
service products, guidelines and case study examples. In addition,
it offers the possibility for publishing climate service strategies.
In contrast to other journals, one major goal of Climate Services
is to reach not only scientist, but also stakeholders and decision
makers. In order to achieve this, a chapter with easily understand-
able practical implications for policy makers and practitioners is
mandatory for each climate service research paper. These practical
implications will be condensed in a policy brief, which can be ob-
tained separately, but always refers to the more detailed article in
the journal.
Climate Services will cover the full scope of issues related to
climate services, including – but by no means limited to – scien-
tiﬁc modelling and analysis, adaptation and mitigation strategies,
climate adaptation within governance and institutions, capacity
building and transdisciplinary stakeholder dialogues.
We invite all people working in the ﬁeld of climate services to
consider publishing their work results and experience in our journal.
For further details about the journal, please refer to the aims and
scope on our journal webpage: journals.elsevier.com/climate-services.
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